Mumbai Airport
Buys Advanced
Emergency Van
from City Vendor
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Bengaluru: Mumbaiistakingaleaf
outof Bengaluru’sbook by acquiring
an advanced mobile command post
vehicle or MCP for its international
airport. The Bangalore International
Airport Ltd (BIAL), which operates
the Kempegowda international air-
port, was the first airport to buy an
advanced MCP vehicle last year but
madenonoiseabout it.

“Every airport has an MCP vehicle
but usually it’s just a jeep with essen-
tialrequirements. The technology of
our MCP is most advanced; we can
now handle even a crash at the air-
port without loss of time. Besides,
connectivity with theairport willnot
bedisturbed since we can quickly get
back toournormal operations,” Hari
Marar, president of airport opera-
tions, BIAL, told ET. The Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization
and the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation havemandated MCPsforall
airports in the country.

Mistral Solutions, a product design
and engineering service company
based in Bengaluru, is the provider
of the vehicle to BIAL and Chhatra-
pati Shivaji International Airport in
Mumbai. “The project (in Mumbai)
is under way and the vehicle is cur-
rently being fabricated and integrat-
ed by Mistral. It will be delivered to
the Mumbai air-
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vehicle. The MCP for the Mumbai air-
port is very similar to that used by
BIAL with a few additional features
like conferencing over 3G and real-
time video streaming to the airport’s
operations centre,” said Anees
Ahmed, president of Mistral
Solutions. The cost of an MCP vehi-
cleisanywhere between 1 crore and
Z3 crore depending on the features.

The vehicle, according to the BIAL
spokesperson, is capable of quickly
reaching the site of emergency and
undertaking control and coordina-
tion of the agencies needed. It works
in coordination with the Fixed
Emergency Operations Centre locat-
ed inside the airport terminal. “The
synchronization ensures quicker re-
sponse to emergencies, augmented
security at the disaster site, and sys-
tematic medical care to the victims,”
said the official.

Airport accidents usually happen
inremoteareas. Incaseof anaircraft
crash, the MCP is the one-point coor-
dination for fire and rescue manage-
ment, security, evacuation, medical
aid, ambulance management and
other emergency responsibilities.




